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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 5764 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, SOCI, GB, AS 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS IN CAMBODIA 

1 . DAF HAS GIVEN US THEIR CURRENT VIEWS ON THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS SITUATION IN CAMBODIA AND HOW THEY PROPOSE TO 
TACKLE THE ISSUE IN THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION. 

2. ACCORDING TO DFA, FOREIGN MINISTER PEACOCK HAS 
APPROVED THE FOLLOWING AUSTRALIAN POSITION: (A) 

AUSTRALIAN STATEMENTS ON CAMBODIA WILL CONTINUE TO 
REFLECT AUSTRALIAN CONCERN ABOUT THE DENIAL OF BASIC 
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HUMAN RIGHTS IN CAMBODIA. (B) AUSTRALIA (WHICH IS A 
MEMBER OF THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION BUT NOT OF 
THE SUB-COMMISSION ON THE PROTECTIION OF MINORTIES 
AND PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION) WILL MAKE AN 
OBSERVER STATEMENT IN THE SUB-COMMISSION DEPLORING THE 
CURRENT HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN CAMBODIA. (C) 

AUSTRALIA WILL NOT BE SUBMITTING DOCUMENTS TO THE SUB 
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COMMISSION, BUT (D) AUSTRALIA WILL OBTAIN SUCH EVIDENCE 
FROM REFUGEES INTERVIEWS IN THAILAND AS IT CAN, AND 
IF APPROPRIATE WILL DRAW ON IT IN STATMENTS IN THE SUB- 
COMMISSION AND ELSEWHERE. 

3. BYWAY OF BACKGROUND, DFA EXPLAINED THAT GOA 

WAS A BIT CONCERNED THAT UP UNTIL NOW AUSTRALIA'S POLICY 
TOWARDS CAMBODIA HAD BEEN A BIT "ONE-DIMENSIONAL". THE 
GOA WAS CONCERNED THAT IN THE CURRENT POLITICAL CLIMATE 
IN INDO CHINA, ITS FOCUS SOLELY ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN CAMBODIA 
MIGHT BE CONSTRUED AS A LACK OF SUPPORT FOR THE PHYSICAL 
INTEGRITY OF CAMBODIA. GOA HAS GIVEN CONSIDERABLE ATTEN- 
TION TO THE CURRENT WAR OF NERVES BETWEEN VIET NAM AND 
CAMBODIA AND HAS CONCLUDED THAT WHATEVER THE MERITS OF 
EITHER SIDE’S CASE, A SITUATION IN WHICH VIET NAM MIGHT 
BE TEMPTED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF WORLD DENUNCIATIONS OF 
CAMBODIA'S HUMAN RIGHTS POSTURE BY LAUNCHING AN ATTACK 
ON CAMBODIA WOULD NOT BE DESIRABLE. THE GOA IS THERE- 
FORE TRYING TODRAW A DISTINCTION BETWEEN ITS ATTITUDE 
TOWARD THE CURRENT CAMBODIA REGIME AND ITS ATTITUDE 
TOWARD THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF THE CAMBODIAN STATE. 
ACCORDING TO DFA, "WE DIDN'T WANT TO DO OR SAY ANYTHING 
WHICH MIGHT ENCOURAGED THE SRV - WHICH HAS USED 
CAMBODIA'S HUMAN RIGHTS CONDUCT FOR ITS OWN PROPAGANDA 
PURPOSES - TO MAKE MOVES ON THE GROUND WHICH 
COULD JEOPARDIZE THE CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF AN INDEPENDENT 
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CAMBODIA." 

4. AUSTRALIA HAS MADE CLEAR ITS VIEWS ON CAMBODIAN 
HUMAN RIGHTS CONDUCT, AND DOESN'T WOTHDRAW ONE WORD OF 
THEM; FUTURE GOA STATEMENTS ON CAMBODIAN HUMAN RIVTS 
WILL INCUDE A REFERENCE TO THE GOA'S HOPE "THAT THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN KAMPUCHEA AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY THOSE IN THE SOUTHEST ASIA REGION, 

WILL LEAD TO AN IMPROVEMENT IN THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE 

FOR THE PEOPLE OF KAMPUCHEA." 

5. DFA NOTED THAT FOREIGN MINISTER PEACOCK FEELS VERY 
STRONGLY ABOUT THE ISSUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CAMBODIA 
AND THAT, IN ANY EVENT, FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL REASONS 
IT WOULD BE VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR AUSTRALIA'S 
OFFICIAL ATTITUDE TO CHANGE. THE GOA IS UNLIKELY TO BE 
ABLE TO RECOGNIZE CAMBODIE IN THE NEAR FUTURE EVEN IF IT 
WANTED TO (WHICH, UNDER CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES, IT 
DOESN'T), IF ONLY BECAUSE IT WOULD BE VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE 
TO ATTEMPT TO DEFEND THE ESTABLISHEMENT OF FORMAL 
DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH SUCH A REGIME AS CURRENTLY 
GOVERNS IN PHNOM PENH. 
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